




Underwater Archaeology in Monta.gue Harbour 
Interim Report on the 1992 Field Investigations 

INTRODUCTION 

Nineteen-ninety-two marked the fourth consequetive year of archaeological fieldwork 

within the Montague Harbour basin oriented to the identification and investigation of 

inundated cultural deposits. Fieldwork proper began August 13 and continued to 

September 8, 1992, with approximately two weeks additional work prior to and one 

week after this period to carry out logistical preparations and decommissioning. 

Besides the Principal Investigator, the project involved 5 hired staff persons and over 

50 volunteer fieldworkers on both the land and under the water. Recorded vistitations 

to the site by members of the public exceeded 1,200, an increase of 400 over the 

previous year, partly due to increased media attention to the project which included 

television coverage at both the regional and national level. 

The research was sponsored by the Underwater Archaeological Society of 

British Columbia and Yukon College, funded by generous grants by the British 

Columbia Heritage Trust and the Federal Department of Communication's Access to 

Archaeology Programme, and carried out under permits granted by the Archaeology 

and Outdoor Recreation Branch of the British Columbia Ministry of Municipal 

Affairs, Recreation, and Culture (Permit 92-86) and the British Columbia Ministry of 

Parks (Permit 2256). 

Significant findings during the course of the 1992 fieldwork included the 

recovery of an antler harpoon point from below underwater sediments previously 

dated to circa 6,800 years bp. We also confirmed a dramatic change in the faunal 
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material present at the base of the completely excavated underwater unit, comprised 

almost exclusively of upper littoral fauna. Strong evidence was also recovered for the 

location of a paleo-streambed within the eastern section of the study area. The 

representativeness of the artefact assemblage continued to grow. ·The mechanical 

logistics of the underwater caisson was improved and a testing of a smaller, single 

diver unit successfully carried out. 

Subsequent analytical activities have focussed on organizing the sample 

materials through the seperation of its various elements, prior to its examination by 

appropriate specialists and the P.I. to develope the detailed faunal, macro-floral, 

sedimentological, elemental, micro-floral, and radio-carbon analyses. A 

comprehensive artefact database, incorporating metri~ and provenience data for all 

materials collected to date, has been developed. As well, fauna! and sediment analyses 

for the 1991 samples, and representative drawings of the 1991 artefacts have been 

completed. 

This short narrative will report on the methodology and initial results of the 

1992 fieldwork. It will present results from previous seasons to provide an integrative 

context for the 1992 investigations. It will also review the analyses proposed to be 

undertaken over the coming months and make recommendations for additional 

fieldwork and analysis. 
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RESEARCHWCALBANDRATIONALE 

The goal of the research is to develop an in depth assessment of the potential, 

distribution, and nature of inundated cultural deposits within the Montague Harbour 

basin, a well-protected tidal embayment located on the southwestern shore of Galiano 

Island, in British Columbia's Gulf Islands chain (Fig. 1). The physiography of 

Montague Harbour mitigates much of the erosionary potential of tidal action and 

storm surge activity, particularly along its western shore. The harbour is 

well-protected from normal winds and extreme tidal currents, a fact which 

undoubtedly led to its occupation in the prehistoric past as well as its continued use 

as a favoured anchorage today. 

The relative sea level (RSL) of the region has fluctuated during the Holocene; 

geological reconstructions propose a drop in RSL during the early Holocene of 

between 10 to 15 m, followed by a Jj.se in RSL during the middle Holocene to 

approach present day levels by the late Holocene for the Victoria- Gulf Islands region 

(Clague, 1980; 1981; 1983; 1989). Geological cores and intertidal excavation within 

the basin itself carried out in 1990 confirm this model (Easton, 1992a), although the 

data suggest a much more rapid rise in sea level during the past 3,000 years than 

posited by Clague. The archaeological implications of such RSL change during the 

pastha-ve been presented previously (Easton 1985; 1988; 1989a; 1992b), but for those 

unfamiliar with this literature a review follows. 

ff we accept the assumption that most coastally adapted populations live close 

to the existing shoreline of the day, as they do today and have in the documented past, 

then rising RSL would inundate evidence of prehistoric shoreline occupations. 

Following on this assumption, a resolution to two apparent problems in Northwest 

Coast prehistory become possible. 






















































































































